
Chi-Town Squares 
Board Meeting 10/21/12 
 
Present:  Joe Kerouac, Bob Sundal, Chuck Pease, Richard Swanson, Rob Sierzega, Rich Sehnert, 
Nancy Vedder 
 
A quorum was established. 
Minutes from September meeting approved as revised. 
 
 President’s Report: 

1) Joe Miera won the contest for bringing the most new students this fall.   
Congratulations, Joe! 

 
2) Member requesting scholarship value card.  Board approved scholarship for value card.  

Member will commit to coming Tuesday nights as an angel for new class.   
 
3) Therron plans to go to Caller School and Convention.  Lin Jarvis fund to cover costs of 

caller school and the nights in hotel during caller school.  Therron to be responsible for  
his own transportation, convention registration and nights in hotel during convention 

 
Vice President’s report: 
Nothing new.   
 
Secretary’s report: 
No word from Ron Goodman about coming into town for Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame 
induction.  Joe Kerouac to reach out to Ron directly.  (Note- after the meeting, Nancy received 
email from Ron that he is not able to come in.) 
 
Treasurer’s report: 
Classes and dance lost about $875 in September.  Last year, we lost about $1,200.  September 
has the fewest number of events of any month so less classes and events to cover the monthly 
rent.  Anticipate future months will do better.  Also had a fair number of free dancers in 
September (new dancers and returning dancers each getting one free night). 
 
We need to add additional signers on the Chi-Town bank account.  Board members Rob Sierzega 
and Richard Swanson will be added.  We will also change the contact information the bank has 
for Chi-Town as John Glover is still the first person on their list to call if any issues arise with 
our account. 
 
Committee Reports: 
BMP and Advanced Classes: 
BMP class very successful so far.  There is a core of regular, enthusiastic students who are 
catching on quickly. 
Advanced class also very successful so far. 
We have had 5 squares total between the 2 classes.  Need enough angels for BMP to have 2 
squares.  Could use more people as it has been just barely enough to fill out squares some nights. 



Decided to have an angel tip just one time per month. 
 
Joel Iott has informed the board that he will not serve as class coordinator next year.  The board 
thanks Joel for all his hard work over all the years- he has served the club well and we really 
appreciate everything he has done and continues to do.  Discussed some potentials for future 
BMP class coordinators. 
 
Membership: 
Chuck has reached out to all members who have not renewed thus far.  Discussed how to create a 
membership directory through club express that is printable- Joel has done this for us in the past.  
Will reach out to Joel to find out how he did it. 
 
Social: 
Halloween dance will be class level and plus- no advanced.  Bob will come early to decorate. 
 
Banner: 
Sign ups are out for banner stealing and retrieving though almost no one has signed up.  
Challenge to get club members to go out to other clubs, especially in far suburbs.  Feel banner 
involvement is good for the club as in the past when we have been active in going to other clubs, 
they have been active in attending our dances.   
The rules have changed for stealing- you don’t need to have everyone there prior to the first tip- 
now need to be there prior to the 3rd tip. 
 
Crossfire: 
Andrew sent Rob a copy of the contract with the Center on Halsted.  It indicates that with 45 
days prior written notice, a group can cancel and 50% of payment will be refunded.  So we may 
owe 50% of $3,000.  Rob will call and set up a meeting with the Center on Halsted. 
We questioned whether a new co-chair has been determined for Crossfire.  Apparently, some are 
being considered but nothing definite yet.   
Joe Kerouac will confirm with Norm Cratty (the new administrator for Ebenezer replacing 
Andy) the dates for Crossfire 2013- Sept. 27-29. 
Crossfire 2014 will be Columbus Day weekend. 
 
Communications: 
Joel and Michael have been doing a great job communicating regularly with the new students in 
both the BMP and Advanced classes. 
 
Pride Parade Committee: 
Will establish a committee.  The Montecki’s will be part of it as will Rich Sehnert.  We will 
reach out to non-board members to hopefully get them involved also.  A budget will be 
determined for decorating. 
 
Newsletter: 
Questioning the status of the newsletter.  Feeling we need some kind of monthly communication 
with the club.  Perhaps scale down the newsletter to 2 pages, just covering highlights.  Should 
include information about upcoming events (bios of callers for social dances), banner steal and 



retrieve info, write-up of the Pumpkin Ball.  We know there has been frustration of not having 
information submitted to put newsletter together.  Perhaps someone else would like to take on 
the newsletter task. 
 
Old Business: 
Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame induction November 12.  Chuck will send an email to everyone 
encouraging them to attend and to wear club uniform (white shirt and vest).  Also reminder of no 
A/C workshop that night. 
 
Callers for social dances 2013-2014. 
Potentials include Ken Burke, Chuck Witt, Sprosty Twins, Saundra Bryant, Dayle Hodge, Jimmy 
Robison, Lynette Bellini, Aaron Wells, John Oldfield, Arlene Kaspik and Michael Maltenfort.  
Decided to begin social dances in October next year- September dances have traditionally had 
very poor turnout.  Also discussed having some dances Saturday evenings, not all Sunday 
afternoons.  Will also coordinate scheduling with Pollywogs and Importers in terms of other 
callers coming into town. 
 
MCASD Student Dance: 
April 28, 2013  Saundra Bryant will call.  Dance will be held at Ebenezer.  MCASD will pay rent 
and caller fee.  All new students can attend at no charge. 
 
Graduation: 
We will create a graduation committee.  Chairs will be Richard Swanson and Chuck Pease.  Will 
recruit volunteers from membership to be on the committee.  Plan to have a catered dinner as we 
used to do, annual meeting, graduation ceremony for both classes and then open dance. 
We also want to bring back the vesting bee! 
 
Website:   
No new information 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:50 PM. 
Next meeting Sunday December 9 at 11:30 AM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Vedder 
Secretary 
 


